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John Whelan is putting in 
place regular hiking and kay-
aking outings.  
 
Remember; if you would like to 
lead and announce an event to 
the membership please send 
the event details and your con-
tact information to our Email 
and Calendar Chairman, San-
dra Patnode at 
oscracer@gmail.com and to 
our Newsletter editor Peggy 
Hotaling at 
peg@twcny.rr.com . 
 
Well, my golf clubs are calling, 
so I am off to enjoy a round 
with my friends.  Pick an OSC 
event that suits your fancy and 
enjoy – after all, the days are 
getting shorter, and we are all 
about having healthy fun! 
Marv 

As I write this message I find 
that the longest day of the 
year is fast approaching.  Day-
light in each day past June 
21st is slowly becoming less 
and less.  That’s hard to be-
lieve when summer activities 
are just starting to ramp up 
into high gear. 
 
Looking back slightly, thanks 
to the efforts of event host 
Janice Farrelly; OSC enjoyed 
its annual Spring Fling on 
June 6that the Orchard Vali 
Golf Club in the rolling hills of 
Lafayette, NY.   Bill Beaudin 
organized a round of golf be-
fore the dinner-dance, and a 
large group of OSCers en-
joyed the gala event.  The 
weather was tops, and I hear 
the food and dancing were as 
well.  On June 13th, Kay and 
Ken Kotwas hosted another 
annual club event – the bike 
ride to Kingston.  I trust every-

one had their pass-
port with them since 
I have not heard of 
anyone still stuck in 
Canada. Thanks 
also go to Mike and 
Marilyn McCabe for 
once again hosting 
their annual Pad-
dlefest weekend at 
their camp on Eagle Bay.  
The weather was challeng-
ing, however, that did not 
deter people from paddling, 
hiking, enjoying great food, 
and attending the Paddlefest 
event in Old Forge.  Donna 
Willis even bought a new 
“Swift” kayak. 
 
Looking ahead, June marks 
several regularly scheduled 
activities during the summer, 
so be sure to check the club 
calendar on our website 
(www.osc-ski.org) for what is 
in the works – there is some-
thing for everyone.  Night On 
The Town led by Norm 
Pyzynski; and Happy Hour 
led by Mary Clay and Dianne 
Emmick, Golf by Larry Harri-
son, Bike rides by Jan Carr 
and Larry Harrison, Tennis 
by Gary Woolschlager, and 

On Sunday, May 24, eleven 
OSC members enjoyed a 
ride around Constantia, or-
ganized by Ken and Kay 
Kotwas. 
  
We all met at the David C. 
Webb Memorial Park at Taft 
Bay, then placed our orders 
ahead at the Oneida Lake 

BarBQ, operated by an old 
high school friend of Kay's, 
and continued on a 23 mile 
ride including a view of Pan-
ther Lake. 
  
After the ride, we picked up 
our dinners and ate at the 
park---a 5 star BarBQ! 
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weather decided to do what 
it’s always famous for; soon 
the wind starting producing 
white-caps on the lake 
quickly followed by water 
falling from the sky.  Those 
of us on the lake made an 
about-face and beat a quick 
retreat back to the beach.  
Of course when we got 
back, the rain fell off, 
enough so that some de-
cided it would be OK to take 
a little hike up Black Bear 
Mountain just outside Eagle 
Bay.  Off they went (notice 
how I say “they”).  I took a 
look at the local weather 
forecast and made the very 
conscious decision that any 
shower I was going to take 
was going to be with warm 
water.  Besides, I wanted to 
catch up on some reading.  
Joan and Terry returned, 
and the three of us com-
menced reading our books.  
Well, not too long after that 
Mother Nature opened the 
faucet to full and proceeded 
to drench the entire area to 
the max.  Not being able to 
do anything about that, J, T, 
and I continued reading 
while wondering how our 
adventuresome groups 
were making out.  Soon 
most of the hikers returned 
pretty much soaked to the 
skin after making it part way 

Friday, many members trick-
led in, stowed their gear in 
camp, then kicked back to 
enjoy what was left of the 
best day of the weekend as 
it turns out.  Boats were in 
the water, wine was in the 
glasses, chairs were on the 
dock/deck, and smiles were 
in evidence on everyone’s 
face.  The only thing that 
could have been better was 
pizza….but wait, there’s 
more.  Yes, we did the pizza 
thing from the Screaming 
Eagle in Inlet which capped 
the day with total content-
ment.  Sleep came easy. 
 
Saturday morning was 
cooler with a tiny bit of wind.  
Christa F. didn’t let that deter 
her from doing an early 
morning paddle on the lake.  
The rest of us were a little bit 
lazier in rising, but once the 
coffee was flowing, the ac-
tion picked up.   
 
Pat Y. left to join up with the 
kayak club from CNY to flow 
with the current on the 
Moose River from the long 
put-in.  Debbie, Donna, 
Doug, and Remo decided to 
go-with-the-flow a bit later 
starting from the shorter put-
in location.  Marv and Sandi 
headed off to the ‘fest to see 
what accessory they just had 
to have.   Diane and Dave 
C., Christa and Scott F., 
Mary C., Don G., and the 
M&Ms decided to take a 
leisurely paddle from the 
Point (camp) over to-
wards Cedar Island on 
Fourth Lake which is 
owned by Suzanne Far-
rell of NYC Ballet Fame.  
Joan S. and Terry A. 
drove off to explore an 
area not too far away 
leaving the camp empty 
for a while.   
 
Everything seemed to be 
going well when the 

 Most members of the Onon-
daga Ski Club have put away 
the toys of winter, and now 
are making the transition to 
warmer weather activities.  
Helping in this move is an 
early May event, the annual 
Paddlefest weekend up on 
Fourth Lake in the Adiron-
dacks.  Mountainman Out-
doors in Old Forge puts on 
the annual demo-days, and 
interested members of our 
club make their way up to the 
area via four and two wheel 
transportation.  Those mem-
bers wishing to stay overnight 
usual respond to the M&M’s 
invite to come up, help open 
the camp in Eagle Bay, take 
in the Paddlefest, and play in 
the vast acreage we are so 
lucky to have just a couple of 
hours away. 
 
For 2009, 16 members de-
cided to take advantage of 
our offer and made their way 
up north via their choice of 
transportation.  While 13 
members did it in a conven-
tional manner, 3 decided to 
do it on two wheels.  Now, 
these 3 used an early form of 
transportation, namely bicy-
cles.  One person has pushed 
his personal envelope for the 
third time in three years.  Yes, 
Doug A. packed his touring 
bike with spares and kept 
those pedals in motion for 
close to 100 miles this year.  
His riding partners completed 
their journey in a slightly dif-
ferent manner.  Debbie B. 
and Donna W. did it in a kind 
of leap-frog fashion, I guess.  
One would pedal with Doug 
while the other would drive 
ahead and drop off a vehicle, 
then pedal back to meet 
them.  Once everyone was to 
the vehicle, the first person 
that rode with Doug would 
take the vehicle forward and 
repeat the pattern.  Doug?  
He just kept spinning. 
 

up before it became not-so-
much-fun anymore.  Scott 
and Don continued on…ya 
know that male thing.  The 
better half of the M&Ms de-
cided to walk back from the 
mountain in her Gore-Tech 
outfit arriving back at the 
camp relatively dry (at least 
on the inside) considering 
the downpour.  Soon the 
Moose River group arrived 
too with tales of being totally 
soaked, but quite happy all-
in-all.   
 
After many hot showers and 
putting on dry clothing, it was 
time for our famous dish-to-
pass meal.  OMG!  It was 
like Thanksgiving Day, but 
without the turkey.  We ate, 
ate, then ate some more.  A 
lot of “pressed grapes” went 
down too along with some 
interesting brewskis Don 
brought along.  After this, 
some members got into 
UNO, while others sat 
around and chewed the fat 
(so to speak).  It was during 
this session a lot of heads 
started dropping…just like 
those afternoon classes we 
all remember so well. 
 
Sunday morning was upon 
us, and some of us were 
planning on an early morning 
paddle while the lake was 




